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SYNOPSIS OF PROGRAM   

 

Background 
The Environment and Health Fund (EHF) is an amuta committed to improving expertise in, and 

expanding knowledge about, Environment and Health in Israel, with the ultimate goal of improving 

human health and well-being. EHF builds capacity and capabilities that provide the necessary 

evidence in support of improved environmental health policies in Israel. 

 

The Pollution in People Initiative is designed to gain a better understanding of the environmental 

contributors to health and disease in the population of Israel.  To this end the Pollution in People 

Initiative provides seed funding for the development of a sustainable Israeli biomonitoring program 

that integrates the analysis of biological samples, along with questionnaires and other relevant data to 

provide policy relevant information about the exposure of the Israeli population to environmental 

contaminants. 

 

The purpose of this non-renewable seed funding award is to assist Israeli scientists and/or policy 

makers to establish a sustainable infrastructure for investigating the exposure of the Israeli population 

to environmental contaminants, to identify the sources of these exposures, to support policy 

interventions to help mitigate the potential health effects, and to monitor the impact of policy 

interventions.  

 

Submission Timetable 

Proposals and signature pages must be sent to EHF not later than October 18, 2018. 

Following international peer review, notification of the award will be made by the end  

of November, 2018. 

The awarded grant must begin no later than January 1, 2019. 

EHF acknowledges receipt of full proposals. If the PI does not receive an acknowledgement, 

then the application was not received and the PI should contact EHF directly. 

 

 

Award Information 
The total amount of 500,000 NIS will be paid out over 24 months. 

Proposals must include a detailed plan for sustainability of at least eight years after the two years seed 

funding period with a matching commitment of at least 500,000 NIS.  

Proposals with budgets exceeding the total award limits will not be considered. 

 

Eligibility Information 

Individuals affiliated with public or private nonprofit institutions/organizations (including 

institutions of higher education and hospitals) located in Israel are eligible to apply. Proposals 

must be submitted by individuals through his or her affiliated institutions. 

 

Contact Information 

Queries about the form or the content of this Call for Proposals may be addressed to: 

srosen@ehf.org.il. 

mailto:srosen@ehf.org.il


 Guidelines for Applicants – Pollution in People Initiative 

3 

SUBMISSION INFORMATION 
 

 

Eligibility 
Individuals affiliated with public or private nonprofit institutions/organizations (including 

institutions of higher education and hospitals) located in Israel are eligible to apply. Proposals 

must be submitted by individuals through his or her affiliated institutions. 

 

Conditions: 
 The proposal must be national in scope and reflect the heterogeneity of the Israeli 

population. 

 The proposal may include the use of stored biosamples and existing questionnaire 

data. 

 In the case of combining samples from different biobanks, the proposal must detail the 

methods for harmonization of questionnaire data from different sources and the results 

of analyses of biosamples from different laboratories. 

 The proposal must include a detailed plan for the sustainability of the project for a 

minimum of eight years beyond the initial two–year period of seed funding, with a 

minimum commitment to matching funding of 500,000 NIS. 

 

Focus:  
Proposals including the following topics will receive priority: 

 Comparison across geographic areas to identify hotspots for specific exposures of 

concern 

 Comparison across subpopulations to identify vulnerable groups who are at particular 

risk 

 Proposals that are designed to support national public health policy priorities 

 Proposals that demonstrate linkages between biomonitoring and other evidence (such 

as specific questionnaire information) that allow for the identification of sources of 

exposure 

 Proposals that utilize the capabilities of the Israel National Human Biomonitoring 

Laboratory 

 

 

Investigators 
The Principal Investigator (PI) is that person whose name appears FIRST on the cover page of the 

proposal (see Appendix 1). The PI is mutually agreed upon by the cooperating scientists and is 

responsible for the submission of scientific reports, administration of the grant, notification of 

changes in the work plan and maintaining contact with EHF.  

 

The affiliated institution of the PI becomes the principal institution and signs the grant agreement 

with EHF.  

 

EHF encourages collaboration among scientists and institutions, including with foreign scientists 

and experts, and allows funding for consultation with foreign scientists. 
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Submission Timetable  
Proposals must be sent to EHF not later than October 18, 2018. 

For applicants whose proposal is accepted, notification of the award will be made by the end of 

November, 2018. The awarded grant must begin no later than January 1, 2019. 

 

EHF acknowledges receipt of full proposals. If the PI does not receive an acknowledgement, 

then the application was not received and the PI should contact EHF directly. 

 

 

 

SUBMITTING A PROPOSAL 
 

Application Documents 

A complete application should include the following documentation in this order:  

1. Cover page as part of the proposal and as a separate WORD file (Appendix 1) 

2. Full Proposal: See requirements below 

3. Budget (Appendix 3, EXCEL) 

4. Signature page must be signed by all collaborating investigators. (Appendix 4)  

5. Conflict of Interest Form (Appendix 5), signed by all collaborating investigators. 

 

Sections 1-5 should be sent as separate documents in one zipped folder that carries the 

PI’s name to: info@ehf.org.il 

 

 

Layout Format: English, line spacing of 1.5, font equivalent of 12, margins ~ 2.5 cm all around. 

Number all pages. 

 

Proposal Requirements:  

Include the following items and headings: 

1. Cover Page in the format provided in these guidelines (Appendix 1). 

2. Table of Contents – include page numbers and section headings.  

3. List of Abbreviations used in the proposal. 

4. Detailed Description of the Work Plan  

The detailed description of the work plan should not exceed a maximum of 8 pages. 

Supplementary material of up to 3 additional pages is permitted (see below, #5). 

Adhere to general format requirements. Proposals should focus on the objectives that adequately 

and clearly demonstrate that they meet the requirements of this solicitation.  

The description should include the following information according to the following points: 

 

a. Objectives: Describe the project’s specific aims as well as the broad aims. Describe 

concisely the rationale, and techniques to be used to achieve the aims. Briefly state why 

the intended project is important. This section should also include any background or 

introductory information that would help explain the objectives of the project. 

b. Approach: Outline the design, methodology, and techniques used to meet the 

objectives of the project. The outline should clearly include the plans for 

harmonization of data if applicable. The methodology should be described such that a 

reviewer has enough information to judge its validity. Quantitative rather than 

qualitative information should be presented where appropriate.  

mailto:info@ehf.org.il
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c. The plan for sustainability of the project for a minimum of eight years beyond the 

initial two–year period of seed funding, with a minimum of 500,000 NIS matching 

funds. 

d. Role of Investigators: The proposal should clearly state and detail the functions of each 

investigator.  

e. Expected Results, Benefits and Outputs: Describe the results you expect to achieve 

during the project (outputs) and the benefits these results will bring. A clear, concise 

description will help EHF and peer reviewers understand the merits of the project. 

f. Limitations: Identify potential weaknesses of the proposed project.  

g. Expected Contribution to Environment and Health: Discuss briefly the contribution 

to understanding and improving the state of environment and health. 

h. General Project Information: Discuss other information relevant to the potential 

success of the project. This should include personnel expertise/ experience, proposed 

management, interactions with other institutions, etc.  

 

5. Supplementary Material: Supplementary material in the form of appendices, tables and figures 

are limited to a maximum of 3 pages.  

6. Timetable of the Work Plan – describe the timetable of the work plan in a graphic or tabular 

form. 

7. Budget in table format – copy of Appendix 3. See budget requirements below 

8. Budget Justification - See budget requirements below 

9. Facilities – briefly detail the facilities to be dedicated to the project. 

10. Relevant Bibliography - include all authors, full title, date, journal name, volume and page  

numbers.  

11. Curriculum Vitae: Do not exceed two pages for each investigator. Provide a brief 

professional biography. Include academic background, research experience, relevant publications 

from the last five years, inventions or patents and other achievements.  

 

Budget Requirements:  

Budget Summary Table (Appendix 3): Fill out one Budget Summary Table. Round totals to the 

nearest NIS1,000, and individual budget items to the nearest NIS100. Overhead expenses may not 

exceed 15% of the total direct costs.  

The budget is in NIS. Include the following items in the budget description and justify:  

Salaries: PIs and CIs who are paid a salary  by  their  institution,  are not  entitled  to  receive  

salaries  from  the EHF  grant. Support  personnel  can  receive  salaries  and  social  benefits  in  

proportion  to  the  time devoted to the project. List support personnel and their role in the project. 

Indicate the percentage of time to be devoted to the project by each person. Specify the percentage of 

salary that is received as salary from the EHF grant. 

Equipment: EHF allows the purchase of dedicated equipment to be used in the supported project 

and without which the project cannot be conducted. The maximum cost of dedicated equipment 

should not exceed 10% of the total budget requested. Requests for equipment exceeding this amount 

require special approval by EHF.  

Materials and Supplies: List here consumables, supplies and materials. Laboratory Fees should 

be itemized in its dedicated budget line. Include here computers, software, licenses etc. 

Equipment maintenance should be itemized here. 

Services - Laboratory Fees: List here laboratory fees paid as a service (laboratory supplies and 

consumables should be listed under Material and Supplies). All subcontractors and services, both in 

Israel and overseas, should be listed here. 
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Foreign Expert visit: EHF encourages collaboration with foreign scientists and experts. One visit to 

Israel during the two- year grant will be allowed. 

Other Direct Costs: All other expenses not included in any of the above categories.  Local Travel 

should be itemized here. 

Budget Justification: In addition to the Excel File please provide a narrative explanation 

justifying the allocation of grant funds. 
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Evaluation 

 
The following factors will be considered: 

 Scientific merit of the proposal 

 Feasibility of the objectives 

 Suitability of the proposal to the conditions and focus areas outlined on page 3 of these 

Guidelines. 

 Evidence of the sustainability of the project 

 Anticipated benefits to public health and the environment 

 Suitability of the investigators and their facilities 

 Justification of the budget in relation to the work plan 

 

 

Notification of Awards  

 
The EHF Director will advise all applicants and their affiliated research officers, in writing, of the 

decisions of the Board of Directors  

  

Initiation of the Award can follow immediately upon receipt of the notification, but not later than 

January 1, 2019. 

Generally, the budget is reviewed and, where necessary, adjusted to the sum awarded.  

The principal institution signs the contract, following which a Letter of Agreement is issued and the 

first payment is made.  Further details can be found in EHF's Grant Management Guidelines 

document available upon request from info@ehf.org.il. 

  

mailto:info@ehf.org.il

